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I.—Forerten Porrrics. 


Tue Surabhi-o-Patdkd, of the 20th November, says that it seems sunasar-o-Pataks, 


that English rule will be shortly established 
in Sikkim. Let Sikkim be civilised under 
English rule, but who will bear the cost of that rule? The revenue of 
Sikkim amounts to Rs. 8,400 only. It may increase under English rule, but 
the increase will go only to fill the pockets of the European officials of 
Government. So, ultimately, the overburdened people of India will have to 
bear the cost of the new administration. They are already saddled with the 
cost of the administration of Burma, and will this new burden add to their 
happiness 

9. The Sahachar, of the 26th November, refers to a recent article 
in the Pioneer newspaper blaming the Amir 
of Afghanistan for suspecting the designs of 
the Government of India, and observes as 


English rule in Sikkim. 


The Government of India and the 
Amir of Afghanistan. 


follows :— 

The Amir has just grounds for suspecting the desiens of the Government 
of India. Government’s remonstrance on the subject of the Amir’s cruelties 
towards the followers of Ishak Khan has naturally displeased him, and he 
looks upon it as an attempt on the part of the Government of India 
to interfere in the internal affairs of his State. Besides those cruel acts are 
not to be judged by the Huropean standard. Government should bear in 
mind that the Afghans are a turbulent people, and require, when necessary, 
to be severely dealt with, and that any display of leniency on the part of the 


Amir is sure to lead to his expulsion from the throne. The Amirs of Cabul — 


have always looked upon the Chiefs of Beluchistan and the tribes living on 
the eastern borders of Afghanistan as their tributaries, so the conquest of 
Beluchistan by Colonel Sandeman has naturally caused uneasiness to 
Abdur Rahman. It is true that Government does not want to annex 
Afghanistan, but considering its policy in the past, the Amir must be 
admitted to have just grounds for suspicion. English statesmen plead unex- 
pected political necessity for the conquest and annexation of Sind, 
the Punjab and other Indian provinces, and perhaps in some future 
day either the French or the English will use the same plea for an annexation 
of Siam. The fact is that the proceedings in the Zhob valley are of a sus- 
picious nature, and with such proceedings confronting him, the Amir cannot 
be blamed for becoming uneasy. Government should bear in mind 
that the Amir will never submit to be a tributary chief under it, and regulate 
its dealings with him accordingly. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a).— Police. 


3. The Sudhakar, of the 21st November, continuing its article on the 
Bengal Police (see Report on Native Papers for 
the week ending the 29th November, 1890, 
paragraph 1), says that the police officials in the mofussil gratify their lust, 
not only at the expense of the unfortunates, but do not hesitate even to 
seduce female members of respectable families with the aid of the punchayets 
and the chowkidars. They also cultivate an intimacy with bad characters 
in order to get their help in the carrying out of their wicked intentions. 
The depravity of police officials and their oppression of the people have 
reached their climax in the northern and the eastern parts of Bengal; but 
Matters are much better in Central and Western Bengal, owing to the 
Progress of education in these parts. 


The Bengal Police. 


Nov. 20th, 1890. 


SAHACHAR 
Nov. 26th, 1890. 


SUDHAKAR, 
Nov, 21st, 1890. 
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It will be thus seen that the Bengal Police, as it now is, is a greater pest 
to the country than either the dacoit or the habitual bad character ; the one 
only robs a man of his property, and the other of his honour by outraging the 
modesty of some female member of his family, but they never do a man the 
twofold injury which is done by the Bengal police. The appearance of the 
police in any place is, therefore, inseparably associated in men’s minds with 
oppression and highhandedness. Reformation of the police has under the 
circumstances become an imperative duty of the Government, 


It must, however, be said to the credit of some police officers that they 
are men of very high moral character, and that it 1s owing to them, and to 
them only, that the province is still enjoying some measure of peace. But 
for those few men in the police service, anarchy and lawlessness would have 
reigned supreme in the land. In fact, the lower ranks of the police service 
are filled with men who are the worst creatures on this earth. Though 
keepers of the public peace themselves, they have been often known to join 
in thefts and dacoities, and who can tell how many poor innocent men have 
lost their lives at their hands ? : 


The proposed raising of salaries all round in the Police Department 
will not alone be able to check corruption. It is difficult, however, to 
suggest reforms that will be in the right direction. 


The District and Assistant Superintendents of Police, too, are not 
generally very good men; there are many among them who are capricious 
to the last degree; besides their highhandedness towards their subor- 
dinates is notorious. Nor are the District Superintendents men of great 
ability. For the matter of that, there are inspectors and sub-inspectors who 
have displayed greater efficiency in their work than these highly-paid 
European officers of the Police Department. As for the Assistant 
Superintendents, it is better not to allude to them at all. The whole 
Police has become corrupt to the backbone, and requires a thorough 
overhauling. 


As for the small number of Mahomedans employed in the police 
service, there are few among them who are open to the charge just laid 
against the police generally. Excepting the constables, Mahomedans in the 
police holding posts from the head-constableship to the inspectorsbip are 
for the most part men of spotless character. This difference in the charac- 
ter of the Hindu and the Mahomedan police officials is easily explained. 
In the various departments of the public service Hindu officials are more 
numerous and hold higher posts than Mahomedan officials. These nv- 
merous influential Hindu officials having ample opportunities of providing 
their poor dependents with suitable posts under Government, readily avail 
themselves of the same, and the consequence is that the lower ranks of the 
police service become crammed with illiterate and characterless men. But 
the number of Mahomedans in the higher offices of State not being numerous, 
the lower classes of Mahomedans do not enjoy the privilege of easily enter- 
ing the police service like their Hindu brethren. It is respectable Maho- 
medans alone who can have access to the few Mahomedan officials spoken 
of above for the purpose of securing their recommendations. This clearly 
explains why the few Mahomedans who are in the police service are 
generally men of good moral character. Of the Hindu police officials those 
who come of a noble stock and are men of education bear good moral 
character and are very popular; they will not accept bribes on any account, 
nor will they oppress or insult people for nothing. But itis to be regretted 
their number is far too small. In fact, the police service contains a very 
small number of educated men compared with the other branches of the 
public service. In devising means of reforming the police, it behoves the 
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Government to consult men of light and leading among the native com- 
nity. 
i. The Samaya, of the 28th November, says, on the authority of the 
Behar Herald newspaper, that on the receipt 
The Police and the Congress move- of the information that this year 75 delegates 
ment. : 
will attend the Congress from Behar, the 
Calcutta Police thought that the delegates in question had already been 
elected, and asked the Bankipur police to furnish all information about them. 
This shows that the congress movement is narrowly watched by the police, 
and this notwithstanding the fact that the movement is of a strictly constitu- 
tional character. One is at a loss to understand why the Government so 
much distrust the Congress. 
5. The same paper says that some time ago Mr. Ward, District 
“— Superintendent of Police, Pubna, prosecuted 
Pade > ggg Superintendent Baboo G. C. De, a Sub-Inspector under him, 
in the Court of the Local Assistant Magis- 
trate for wilfully disregarding the order of his superior officer. The Sub- 
Inspector engaged the services of the Barrister, Mr. P. Mitra, who contended 
that the Assistant Magistrate could not try the case. Thereupon the case 
was transferred to the file of the local Deputy Magistrate. After this the 
District Superintendent of Police withdrew his charges. It seems from 
this that the Sub-Inspector was not guilty, and the fear lest be should be 
acquitted by the Deputy Magistrate has induced Mr. Ward to withdraw the 
charges against him. It is very improper that the subordinate officers in any 
department should be oppressed in this way by their superiors. The writer is 
at a loss to see why Government hesitates to punish District Superintendents 
of Mr. Ward’s type. Speaking generally, this class of officers is recruited 
from among ignorant and worthless Europeans, and Government should keep 
a strict eye over them. 
6. The same paper asks, how is it that the Lieutenant-Governor 
oe } has not yet punished the oppressive District 
Palin Postzist Superintendent of Superintendent of Police, Purneah, who caused 
an extensive destruction of private property for 
his chimerical scheme of scaring away dacoits by means of beacon fires, 
and also took money illegally from the people for carrying his scheme 
into effect? The District Superintendent’s method of scaring away dacoits is 
certainly a novel one; and if this scheme had been propounded by a native 
police officer, the Englishman and other Anglo-Indian papers would have dwelt 
at length on the incapacity of the native, and Government written a Resolution 
abusing native character. But asthe District Superintendent in question is a 
European, nobody hears anything on the subject. The writer is at a loss to 
see how Government can keep officers like him who do not hesitate to break 
the law in such responsible posts. 
itl adda c: Rotoreg to or 7 ant betwen 
Cabuli fight in Burrs two clans of Cabulis in Calcutta, the Sanjt- 
, ee ee ee vant, of the 29th November, has the Pa 
Ing -— | 
How was it that the police could not prevent the occurrence of such a 
fearful riot in the very heart of the town in broad daylight? Even the 
shop-keepers of Burra Bazar had previous intimation of the fight, and it seems 
that it was the police alone who were unaware that it was going to take 
place. It is inexplicable, indeed, that, with regular beats of constables in 
Khongrapati, the police could not keep itself informed of the intended riot 
with a view to preventing its occurrence. It is rumoured in some quarters 
that the police had previous intimation of the affair, but that it lacked the 
courage to come out. The inefficiency of the police could not be better 
iliustrated than by its inability to prevent this fight, and this is all the more 
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noteworthy because the Calcutta Police has a large number of spies and 
detectives in its ranks. It is also not to the credit of Mr. Veasey’s circular that 
no néws of the affair reached the police before it had actually come to pag, 
And the conduct of the police on this occasion has proved the truth of the 
remark commonly made, that they never appear on the scene of action ¢ij} 
everything is over. ee 

“Mr. Veasey has employed the police to gather information about the 
movements of the meek, peace-loving, loyal congressists, but he seems to keep 
no watch over the movements of violent characters, who can shake the very 
foundation of the empire. 

Now, it is easy to see that if the three or four thousand Cabulis who 
sojourn in Calcutta were to plunder the whole town, from one extremity of it 
to the otlrer, there would be no one to prevent their doing so. The conduct 
of the police in the late affair will no doubt greatly embolden the gundas 
and badmashes of the town in their lawless course. 

Mr. Veasey and the Police Committee that is now sitting should take 
note of the inefficiency betrayed by the Calcutta Police in the late affair. 

GRamvast, 8. The Gramvdst, of the lst December, says that within a few days 

Dec. Ist, 1890. four or five dacoities have taken place in the 

ste ise ey orb, = Uluberia sub-division of the Howrah district, 

It seems that some regular gangs of dacoits 

have been formed. The local police has failed to detect the perpetrators of 

these dacoities. The police officers say that formerly the torture of suspicious 

characters often led to the detection of thieves and dacoits, but now-a-days 

torture is a criminal offence, and as they cannot practise it, the culprit often 

oF remains undetected. Be that as it may, this much is certain that the present 

eet police officers do not possess the splendid detective abilities of tiieir prede- 

ri cessors. Thefts and dacoities have, in the meantime, created a feeling of 

ar insecurity among midile class people in the sub-division, and the attention of 
the authorities is drawn to the matter. 

Som PRAKASH 9. The Som Prakash, of the 1st December, refers to the affray in the 

Dec. 1st, 1890. | town between two sections of the Cabulis, and 

bet a outta, Felice and the affray blames the town police for not having taken 

| timely measures to prevent its occurrence. 

The news of the coming affray was known to many of the shop- 

keepers of Burabazar, and the police could have easily procured the informa- 


an obstacle to the speedy disposal of suits which the substitution proposed 
will surely remove. 


Biome t 12. The Bangdvast, of the 29th November, has learnt with surpris¢ 
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RG tion. The affray shows the worthlessness of the town police. 
eich — (b)— Working of the Courts. 
a Aba Saxty, 10. The Sakéé, of the 25th November, is at a loss to make out why 
sid bie etait No : F. ’ . 
Pent i  , So the case against the woman who shot Mr. 
tet drm The Dacca shooting case. ’ 
Piglet Savi, the Kheddah Superintendent, was con- 
Tae ducted throughout with an inexplicable secrecy, the public having been 
Teal refused admittance into the court-rooms both at the hearing before the 
TORBPE Magistrate and at the Sessions. 
‘| Be Uno Guibe axp 11. The Urdu Guide and Darussaltanat, of the 28th November, 
AE aS gee itute 
ees Nov. 28th, 1890. "The proposed substitution of Urdu @Pproves of the proposal made to substitut 
Bie ied a Hindi as the Court language in Urdu for Hindi as the Court language in 
i iia es Behar. The use of Hindi in the Courts 3 
‘ait siy 
ie 
ips 


that the woman Bhagyeswari, who shot Mr. 
Savi, bas been sentenced to rigorous imprisoa- 
ment for three years, though she said that she had not fired intentionally, bus 


The Dacca shooting case. 


Pee, ated MC ee ge 
Om ep a . ; - peal fs 
Ree eae 


¥ 
Se ~s 2 x he 
i : pepe se 
: 


( 1079 ) 


that the gun had gone off in a scuffle she had with Mr. Savi and his gervants. 


and though the fact was admitted to be true by the prosecution. 
13. The Sanjivani, of the 29th November, says that in Lahore a school- 
pen boy, aged only ten years, has been sentenced to 
Regt en co a gma Imprisonment by the Magistrate for having 
used abusive language towards his teacher. 
It is strange that the sentence has been upheld on appeal. Surely both the 


Magistrate and the Judge to whom the appeal was made cannot have lost 


their heads ; or is it the intention of the Indian judiciary to anyhow crush 
the student class of this country P 


No court of justice in England would have entertained such a com- 


plaint, and the offending boy would have been punished simply by his 
teacher. But in this country the rulers have taken to enforcing strange 
laws. A desire is evinced in some quarters to oppress the native school- 
boys, but the writer must say that the carrying out of that desire will not 
be for the good of anybody. 

14, Referring to the case in Gorruckpore in which a European named 

: Augustine was charged by some of his ryots 
Dodoo So. gga Mr. Augustine with causing them hurt, the same paper says 
ceva dike that it was a foregone conclusion that the jury 
would return the verdict of “‘not guilty,” and that the accused would be acquit- 
ted. The jury was composed of five Europeans, three Bengalis and one Hindus- 
tani gentleman, but it should be remembered that among Bengalis there 
are men who are traitors to their country. In the course of the trial some of the 
jurors were seen amusing themselves with drawing pictures, &c. It is easy to 
guess, therefore, how carefully they weighed the evidence before returning 
the verdict of “not guilty.” Such farces of trials have quite puzzled the 
people, but how are they to be putastop to? Will the authorities just 
give a moment’s thought to the attitude which Augustine will in future take 
up towards his ryots P ‘ 

15. The Gawhar, of the 80th November, says that poor people living 
under British rule have to despair of getting 
their wrongs redressed in British courts of 
justice owing to the almost prohibitive cost of litigation. Frequent post- 
ponements and the exactions of the lawyers are the principal obstacles in the 
way of poor people seeking justice in the courts. It behoves the Govern- 
ment, therefore, to remove these evils by legislation. 

16. The Dacca Gazette, of the lst December, says that the want of a 
sufficiently large number of judicial officers is 
causing great inconvenience both to the 
officers themselves and the suitors, Owing to 
the disposal of suits in a hurry, there is frequent miscarriage of justice, and 
that not without the knowlege of the officer himself who disposes of the 
suits. But there is no help for it; he must dispose of a certain number of 
cases within a limited period, or he shall have to render his account to the 
higher authorities. It has become, therefore, absolutely necessary to increase 
the number of judicial officers in this province. 


(d)—Education. 


17. The Pratikdr, of the 21st November, draws the attention of the 

authorities of the Berhampore College to the 

condition of the College hostel, which has not 
Only insufficient accommodation, but is also haunted by snakes. 

18. The Chéruvdrida, of the 24th November, says that all are agreed 

| as to the fact that school-boy morality and 

manners have greatly deteriorated at the 

present time. But it is not the school-boys 


The costliness of litigation. 


The want of a sufficiently large 
number of judicial officers. 


The College hostel at Berhampore. 


The proposed training college for 
Bengal, 
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SAKTI, 
Nov. 25th, 1890. 


SAKTI, 
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themselves who are to blame for this. It:is through the fault of his teach 

that the school-boy has come to be so immoral a creature. The writer the : 
fore views with approval the proposal made by the Bengal Government Qe 
establish a training college for teachers. Teachers should not op) N 
men of sound education, but should also be men of the purest sharaster 
And the proposed training college will fail of its purpose if it directs ts 
attention solely to the intellectual education of its pupils like the University 


19. The Sakis, of the 25th November, says that, from the Government 
Resolution on the Education Report fo, 
1889-90, it appears that the people of these 
provinces evinced during the last year a strono 
desire both for the high education imparted in the schools and colleges and 
for the primary education given in the pathshalas. It is stated that the 
amount spent on high education last year exceeded that spent in the pres 
vious year by about fifty-two thousand rupees; but the expenditure on primary 
education remained stationary. Everybody understands the true meaning 
of statements like these. It has now become the policy of Government to 
do things at a small cost and proclaim these as grand achievements. And 
this policy is best served by advocating the cause of primary education, 
because primary education can be imparted to a large number of boys at a 
small cost. ‘The reason why Government is so anxious to proclaim the fact 
of increased expenditure on high education last year is that people have 
taken fright at its intention of withdrawing itself from the field of high 
education and devoting its whole available funds to primary education. 


It is the belief of the Zndian Daily News that the deterioration of the 
primary schools since their transfer to the control of the District Boards is 
owing to the unwillingness of the members of those Boards, most of whom 
are men of wealth and position, to see sons of low class people receiving 
education. It is true that the 


Government Resolution on the Edu- 
cation Report and primary education. 


But this belief is perfectly unwarrantable. | 
members of the District Boards are generally men of wealth and position, but 
that they are opposed to the education of the masses is not true. The causes 
of the deterioration complained of are— ‘ 

(1) Want of experience of the District Boards in educational matters. 


_ (2). A universal dislike for primary education in the form in which it 
is nowgiven. The text-books used and the mode of instruction followed in the 
primary schools differ in no way from the text-books used and the mode of 
instruction followed in the schools which prepare boys for collegiate educa- 
tion. Though itisonly the boys of the peasant class and other labouring 
classes of people that attend the primary schools, the subjects that are taugkt 
there are not calculated to fit them for their after-life pursuits. The 
primary education as imparted at present is much like a handful of 
delicacies given to one who requires coarse food, but in a sufficient 
quantity. It is making its recipients hanker after the luxuries of life, 
though they have not the wherewithal to procure even its bare necessaries, 


and engendering in them a spirit of insubordination and disrespect for 
superiors. ar sae 


To make primary education a success it should be made more practical 
in its character. ieee 
20. The same paper says that proposals have been made for establishing 
id a technical schools in Rungpore, Mymensingh, 
oe and Barisal. The Lieutenant-Governor bas, 
in his Resolution on the education report just out, expressed a desire of 
establishing such schools in the principal towns of the province with the 
aid of the District Boards. ‘The writer regrets that the rich people of 
Dacca, who are ready to spend large sums on unnecessary works, are not 
coming forward to give effect to the present useful scheme. Under 
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these circumstances, the District Board of Dacca, though its duties are 
already multifarious, ought to take the schemein hand. Mr. Skrine and 
Mr. Dutt bave done much in this direction for Rungpore and Mymiensingh 
respectively, but Mr. Hare, the District Magistrate of Dacca, appears quite 
indifferent in the matter. | | | 

91. The Bangavdst, of the 29th November, has heard with alarm that 

Sir Alfred Croft has granted permission to 
og ag: a — followers of all creeds and persuasions to preach 
— morality to the inmates of the Eden Hindu 
Hostel. Availing himself of that permission, Baboo Pratap Chandra 
Mazumdar, the Brahmo preacher, delivered a lecture on morality to the in- 
mates of the hostel on the 21st November last. The writer does not know 
what sort of morality is taught in the moral codes of the Christian, the 
Mussulman, and the Buddhist, but he would ask Sir Alfred Croft, 
Mahamahopadhyaya Mahesh Chandra Nyayaratna and Rai Radhika Prasanna 
Mukharji Bahadur if the moral ideas expressed in the following extract from 
Baboo Pratap Chandra Mazumdar’s address as reported to the writer by 
several inmates of the hostel are fit to be presented before students 
professing the Hindu religion. The extracts referred to are to the following 
effect :— 

(1) It is not necessary to read the Shastras for acquiring true 
wisdom. Nay, the truly wise men that have up to the 
present time appeared on this earth were all of them either 
without any education at all, or very slightly educated. 
Mahammad was quite illiterate. Jesus Christ had very 
slight education. And the Vishnava sect. of Bengal 
called a man who could read a scoundrel. 

(2) Baboo Pratap Chandra Mazumdar dwelt on the caste system 
of the Hindus, and said that the Brahman caste had 
become very much degenerated, and that it was necessary 
to raise up a fresh caste of Brahmans. 

(3) Referring to the belief of the Hindus that within five, six or 
seven days of the birth of a child, the Great Dispenser 
himself comes to it and writes on its forehead with an 
iron pen the lot it has to submit to in this world, the 
lecturer told his audience not to give credence to it. All 
he could say was that God has implanted in the heart of 
every human being an idea of his own destiny in this 
world, and that every human being can work out that 
destiny by resolving to work it out. 

Having thus formed the acquaintance of the students putting up at the 
hostel, Baboo Pratap Chandra invited them the next evening to his own house 
where an evening service was to have been held. Now, what does.all this 
siguify ? It is hoped that the authorities will not allow themselves to be led 
a second time into the error that. they have committed by allowing Baboo 
Pratap Chandra to preach moral lessons to the inmates of the hostel. 


99. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 30th November, says eit 


that though the Calcutta Hindu Hostel was 

* mee, Peate Soeneee Mazumdar foynded with the voluntary contributions of the 
ities Hindus, it is unfortunately under the control 

of Sir Alfred Croft, the Seraj-ud-daula of the Education Department. And 
‘> under his order Baboo Pratap Chandra Mazumdar, the celebrated 
Brahmo preacher, has been permitted to lecture to the students of the hostel. 
It is rumoured. that Rai Radhika Prasanna Mukharji Bahadur was at first 
opposed to Pratap Baboo’s lecturing in the hostel, aud that he gave his 
consent only when he found that both Sir Alfred and Pundit Mahesh Chandra 
Nyayaratna were in favour of the step. To allow a non-Hindu to lecture on 


BANGAVAS8!I, 
Noy, 29th, 1890. 


‘CHANDRIKa, 
Nov. 30th, 1890. 
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Nov. 28th, 1890. 
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the subject of morality to Hindu students is very reprehensible, Prats 
Baboo’s lecture has so much annoyed ‘and. displeaged the guardians of the 
boys in the hostel that many of them are anxious to remove their boys from 
it.’ No Hindu ought to permit-his.sons: to reside in the hostel if jt jg 
made the lecture-ground of non> Hindus. - Those who have contributed to the 
hostel fund are still living, and will-they not object to the practice ? No 
Hindu boy can be taught morality by a non-Hindu. The substance of Pratap 
Baboo’s lecture is given below:— = = --. COOMING ha, GF 

It is not absolutely necessary for a man. to read the Shastras:in order that 
he may acquire wisdom. Mahammad. was, for instance, an illiterate man 
and Jesus Christ had very little book learning ;.the Vaishnavas of India even 
called a man heretic (pashenda) who could'tead. Satan, on the other hand, 
is versed in all.the Shastras.. Thedevil can quote the'scripture well. Refer. 
ring to the caste system of the Hindus, the lecturer said that:as the Brahmins 
of the present day have become very much degenerated, it is absolutely neces- 
sary to form their caste anew. In his younger days there was :no Congress: 
not so many Brahmo churches, and not so large‘a number of religious publica; 
tions as are issued at the present day ; but now that these advantages exist, the 
boys of the present generation have a greater chance of moral and political im- 
provement. He then asked his hearers to have no faith in the doctrine of fate 
as held by the Hindus, and to place theirreliance on their own exertion. He 
concluded by inviting his hearers to attend evening service at his own 
house. The students of the hostel who have furnished the writer with 
the above substance of Pratap Babow’s lecture say that if such things 
are permitted in the hostel it will be very painful for them to reside there, 
The hostel will become a nest of heretics, for they are certainly not Hindus 
who cap join a Brahmo religious service. They hope that the secretaries of 
the hostel will explain the matter to the Director and induce him not ‘to allow 
any such thing in the future. 4 


23. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrikd, of the 3rd- December, says 
that Sir Alfred Croft, the Seraj-ud-daulah of 
ie a Hare and the Education Department, means to reduce 
expenditure by: amalgamating the Hare and 
Hindu Schools. But he should remember that non-Hindus cannot be 
admitted into the Hindu School. Has Hindu society lost all vitality ? 


The amalgamation of the 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


24. The Pratikdr, of the 21st November, says that the prohibition by 

Se the Berhampore Municipality of the burial of 

hee eehampore Municipality and dead Hindu infants, who are required to be 

buried by the Hindu shastras, in the cremation 

grounds, has proved a source of great inconvenience to the Hindu residents. 

The Hindus do not wish to bury these infants in the burial-grounds of 

Mussulmans; nor are the latter willing to allow such burial. The muol 
cipality should therefore attend to the matter. 


25. The Samaya, of the 28th November, takes exception to the Liev 

‘The Licutenant.Governor’s Resolu. *tenant-Governor’s remarks in the course of the 
tion on the Annual Administration Recolution on the Annual Administration Re- 
e seumepey- port of the Calcutta Municipality for 1889-90, 
that under the new system the assessment of the house-rate in the town 
will be equitably made. But unfortuately people whose houses will be assessed 
under the new system do not at all appreciate it and are clamouring against it. 
It is no wonder that, under the guidance of his able Secretary, Mr. Cotton, 
the able Lieutenant-Governor should ignore truth in such honied words 
No ruler of a country can earn a good name in which the official class do 00 
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care for. the opinion ofthe public... It:is rumoured: tliat Sir Charles Elliott 

will make Mr. Cotton his Chief Secretary, That will certainly be a capital 

measure ! : eae ae ott 

96. The Bangavasi, mi = 29th 2 paren has learnt that though  —_Baraavasr, 
‘cipal complaints from 426 municipal authorities of Bhagawanpore, in ov: 29h, 1890. 

Bhagawanpore im the Mudnepore. dis the Midnapore district, dative a monthly 

tnct. __ _.ncome: of thirty-four or thirty-five rupees from 

the local cattle-pound, still they do not care to construct n shed for the poor 

animals detained there. — The municipality is also indifferent about the 

bridge near Dhantala, which is in a very unsafe condition. 

27. The Som Prakash, of the lst December, thinks that the Lieu- sow Praxass, 
ne tenant-Governor has, in the course of hig P16. 
Resolution on the Annual Administration 
Report of the Calcutta Municipality for 1889-90, bestowed more praise on Sir 
Henry Harrison than he deserves. It cannot be said that all the acts of 
Sir Henry as. Chairman of the municipality were good. Reference is 
then made to the new rule regarding the assessment of the house-rate, and 
gross oppression is apprehended from its enforcement. The indifference of 
the municipal officers in the matter of attending to the sanitary wants of the 
native quarter of the town is then pointed out. The new building regula- 
tions framed by the Health Officer are then alluded to, and it is remarked 
that the enforcement of these regulations will make it impossible for men of 
ordinary means to live in Calcutta. 


The Calcutta Municipality. 


(9) — Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


28. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 25th November, says that as no Borpwan Sanstvawi, 

) 2 | : train runs from Burdwan to Calcutta between Nov: 2th, 1890. 
calouttn Yan from Burowanto §-30 am, and 8-80 p.m., the passengers for 
Calcutta, who miss the morning train, have to 
wait at the station for seven hours before they can catch the evening train. 
And as there is no proper resting place at the station for third and inter- 
mediate classes of passengers, they are put to great inconvenience while 
waiting for the evening train. The railway authorities should therefore 
provide proper waiting-rooms for the above classes of passengers and run the 
5 o'clock evening train at an earlier hour. But will the railway authorities, 
who make trains halt at Vaidyanath in order that European ladies may take 

bonquets of flower from that place, hear this proposal of the writer? 

29. A correspondent of the Banganivasi, of the 28th November, — Baxcamvasi, 

writing from Tentulia in the 24-Pergunnahs, Nov. 28th, 1800. 
ag poombiaint about, a bridge inthe says that the bridge at the mouth of the canal 
| which joins the Sonai river with the river 
Ichamati and passes through the khas mehal Beel Balli, being very low, 
boats frequenting Basirhat, Baduria, and Gobardanga find it impossible to 
pass under it, and have to be dragged over the land for some distance near 
the bridge and then put to water again. It is hoped that the authorities 
will not forget to raise the height of the bridge at the time the bridge 

18 next repaired. 


(4) — General. 


30. The Chdruvdritd, of the 24th November, says that though Sir Caaavvanra, 

| Steuart Bayley at times allowed himself to %°™ ™™ 1. 
EN Steuart Bayley and Sir Charles he led astray by his Secretaries, and his in- 
activity during the indigo disturbances in 

Jessore and the late floods grieved his subjects, yet they never for a moment 
Wished to see the end of bis rule as they had desired to see that of his 
predecessor’s. Sir Steuart Bayley’s subjects are grieved at his untimely depar- 
ture from the country; but it is some consolation to them to know that 
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SARTI, 
Nov. 25th, 1890. 


SAKTI. 


complaint if the Lieutenant-Governors of Beagal were carefully selecte 


( 1034 ) 
his successor is being well:spoken of.. The-Civilians, ase rule, look upon 


the political aspirations of the people with great diefavour, aud it is idle 1, 


expect that Bengal will enjoy unalleyed prosperity under any igi); 
Tcoutensel-Garernor. Nevertheless the people would. tHave jens ae te 


Z de pt | ' ae tected fro 
among. the Civilians of another psovince.. Happily Sir Charles Elliott, the 


Lieutenant-Governor elect, is sach-a men, ‘and it is hoped that his experience 
of public affairs, acquired as it is in the bealthy-atmosphere of the Nop. 
Western Provinces, will prove of the greatest benefit to his Bengali subjecy 
and that he will try to steer clear of the submarine rock of the Secretariat, 
which at times proved dangerous even to a ruler like Sir Steuart Bayley, ang 
rule the province with the sole object ‘of repressing the wicked, protectin 


the good and innocent, and promoting the ‘welfare of the governed. Tt is 


also to be hoped that Sir Charles will try to carry into effect the suggestions 
he made to Government as President of the Finance Committee for the 
reduction of public expenditure, and direct his attention to the all+importagt 
subject of technical education. 
31. Tue Sakti, of the 25th November, says that the Annual Divisional 
‘The Anndal Administration Reports Administration Reports which are published 
and the Administration Report of the by Government as giving the moat accorate 
Dacca Division, 1889-90. ._ information about the condition of the people 
are generally prepared in the fullowing way :—There are a number of set 
questions which are transmitted from the. Commissioner to the District Mavis. 
trate, from him to the Sub-divisional Officers, and from them -to the police 
daregas, who at last place them in the hands of the constables, and these 
again ultimately delegate the duty of collecting the needed information 
to the village chowkidars, And the way in which the last-named function- 
ary gathers his information is strange indeed. If there has been excessive 
or scanty rainfall during the year, the chowkidar without further enquiry 
reports that there has been scarcity in the places within his jurisdiction, 


And if there have been many instances during the year in which the chov- 


kidar has omitted to communicate death reports to the thanna authorities, as 


a matter of course, the inference is drawn that the public health has been, 


during the period under review, exceptionally good. If in going to attach 
the property of a poor widow in pursuance of the order of the punchayet 
for the recovery of the chowkidari cess the chowkidar finds some brass 
utensils in her hiduse, he concludes and reports to his superiors that the 
people have enjoyed prosperity during the past year. On one occasion the 
authorities of one thanna reported to the Sub-divisional Officer that cases of 
cattle thefts were very rare because the people reduced to poverty by the 
floods were unable to keep cattle, while the report received from the 


authorities of the adjoining thanna was to the effect that such cases were 


frequent because people, straitened as they were by the floods, were unable to 
keep strict watch over their cattle. Considering the way in which materials 
for these reports are collected, the public can easily guess their value. — 

The Administration Report of the Dacca Division for 1889-90 was 
submitted by Mr. Power after he had held his office for only two days. 
From the report it appears that all the District Magistrates in the Dacca 
Division, except the District Magistrate of Fureedpore, were out on tour 
during the year. These annual tours mean only exaction of articles of food 
from the people by the menials of the touring officers. 

32. The same paper says that though the hospitals in the mofussil have 
been placed by Government under the super- 
intendence of able medical officers, the poor 
people frequenting them cannot reap the full benefit of these institutions 
for want of good medicines. The medicines: used in the hospitals ate 
for the most part of the worst quality, and in some cases even spurious. 


The mofussil hospitals. 
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Government would do‘well to reduce the salaries Of .the medical officers in 
charge of the -hospttals and progute ‘withi'the money thus saved better 
medicines for the patiéats. "‘The'tréatment which the outdoor patients receive 
‘at the hospitals is really pitiatle;: © = os 7 
_ $3. The Sanjtvant, of the 29th Noveihber, ‘sees no reason why pedpte 
ieee fn te Bhould object -to ‘the counting of ploughs 
: pute eee " - " ‘and ‘oaitttle, &o., possessed by each peasant 
during the coming. census, If the real condition of the ‘people is to be 
accurately ascertained, it is exceedingly desirable that such information should 
becollected on that oceasion, = 5 Dl sche oa tae 
- $4, The: Banyavast, of the 29th November, says that letters from 


* = 


soy ct Galeutta ‘addressed to persons in Triveni reach 
it) Serer so Oe ’Mupra in an ‘hour and a half, but they are left 
in the letter box at that place for the whole night. It is only on the follow- 
ing morning that the-box 18-cleared and letters sent on to Triveni, where 
they are delivered to the addressees the following evening. The attention of 
the Postmaster-General is invited to this unusual delay in the delivery of 
letters, and he is asked to make some-arrangement by which the letters may 
be delivered to the addressees in Triven tié morning after they are posted in 
Geleatia, BEY , , 
$5. A correspondent of the same paper says that certain memorials were 
ere i... gabmitted by the residents of Satkhira in the 
ee i kites dake Khulna district to tte Lieutenant-Governor 
ES paying fat the inclusion of the Tala outpost 
within the jurisdiction ‘of the Sutkhira sab-division and for the construc- 
tion of a bridge at the ferry ghat at Bilerpota. The people of Satkhira also 
prayéd for perthission to conetruct the bridge at their own expense if Govern- 
ment thought it would be unable to have the bridge constructed at the public 
expense for want of fands. But they have as yet received no reply to any of 
their memorials, It is hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor will grant the 
prayers of the memorialists befure his departure from the country. a 
36. -A correspondent of the. Dacca Prakash, of tne 30th November, 
eae - complains of the inconvenience caused to the 
Magicitates frou Noskkcly = ““" people of Noakuolly by the frequent transfer of 
| pio Judyes and Magistrates from that place, and 
asks the authorities to send a permanent Magistrate there, = ore 


-.. TV,—Nasrve Szares. — 


07. A correspondent of the Saxjivani, of the 29th November, says that 
| er Maharaja Surachandra of- Manipur has litde 
ie gag _. Chance of entering. Manipur again without 
meeting with resistance from his people. They have been delighted at his 
abdication. Fortunately the late disturbances have been quelled and the work 
of organising an administration is going on, It is hoped: that the British 
Government will help to secure good government to the Manipuris and the 
foreigners living in the place. | 


Manipur affairs. 


V.—Pprosprects OF THE Crops AND CoNDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


38. The Banganivasi, of the 28th November, says that, notwithstand- . 

- ing the great damage done tothe crops of 
| this year by excessive rainfall, drought, the 
floods, and the locusts, reports have been received of good harvests from various 
places, Nevertheless, people will have to starve all the same, as the greater 
part of the produce will be transported by merchants to foreign lands. 


Prospects of the crops 
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BaNGAVasSI. 


Dacca PRaKAsnA, 
Nov. 30th, 1890. 


SANJIVANI , 
Nov. 29th, 189¢, 


BaNGANIVaS), 
Nov. 28th, 1890. 


ee ES OO re as Be laa ae ae Be en ce | CRP ETM RIMMEL BI Ta 


. er wit — . rag war - ~ ee aie “ A © Ate PRAT Etat Se one. a “2 . : 
saaiai : oi a matinee senate taba <A Aas tt Alama i ee aS eens ing : . i eee Roe Tt ee, lee ’ ; = SE ie lain - . : 
a : 3 Sweat i 5° | Gee ce ; it ‘ TBs SR ae. IR ee aa ts Sg FOE he ALT BR ae, >. os x . ‘ : ‘ noe mee tavke Gare -« " 
- . _— nites, weataedaae isin —, vo oe eee Pere oe URN BENE: AR Ces: See: ao? Gale t 8 ca " ee Fa Vs ? ae Oe vs ° pee . . os ; ; “ee . an “ oP E mt 

age - * % J a te? Ree Re Oe i Pe 6h Se ame ndbadilid - eer Ne Ral ee ae ’ 5 ae x Os a4 a 4 - Pan! : . . : ‘ pee ¥ oa) 7 “ x AD a ae . ME ees eae es ~~ 5 * oe vy -_ = 2 ike 

ae ein gers A IES prig, MES YE yg MERC kaa. eGR) tale SEO O tas ae ws Oe Attained 7m . yyetors : Lewes nee <i dits 4 ace satan cet ani! i ea MM a a tae ee ee Sy OF dee , . < Pre GT pti g Z ge 7 . #y  —s . ae 
cumpanenetneae o ; : my ; ee a ee ae eee eT: es a , oot “ a oh ; ee ee Tee te > ae 4%. : sre aan : , 
‘ ‘ Oe Ph eet tad eo ‘ =  * : ger? Rate 7 —) ee 4 r = +! SAT s Ss te 2 14 wre Se we ae ~eee é 
- on eee ee - - aN ts i + 7 ~e il te a 4 es Wika Arne 4 y fe gt he ROM tree ~~ H. * : F 4 : “ 


. oe 7 e aa ~ - - 
Can he 


a me — 
ce Fak, <a TS 
at Se 

x 


5 + e bo ae ‘ 
» Oi = > " 7 x ees Se - = . es “ e has OM eerinat.« ¢ ~~ the os 5 VS ee 
i a Me "i ae ele Pe « ae dents ~ " a P rt Pee Og Re oe ae 5s as oe heals “te Net as a snguienend ¥ pay ns : c . 
é “ a ee bah we PR Ee rene & te . 5 Seana EM 7 7 . a . om i - a Se oe n . ae es a, 2 - ey ee Oa a sm ge WET > eke ‘ wea ® Oe ae ee or . . Y aed ae: a a x TY > 
3 aN 4 SF eR RIS KG tng ates i te lin an gh ie he = BAM hey” ee “ ; ; phesgpatihige real saad A> oe : . . . ee Bod ee Ae ne Teme Me te es or Ab. ar é ee es Se 
iw ee a a 7% Ge 0° thas “eee” rPeRe- 2) ae t « r 2 ’ oe ~~ e ahr Ad goo ee oeerr Sars) aio ee ol pane a "i - ’ : aay be shal . ° — 2 pot a Bh seat. ~S , ] Mens ee Wen e : , - im 
ws “ “ Tes a a * apes a Ore tee ae er vee Voi Sowel eS si ; ma te ao ye ee we a ae he ~ : pone gine elite phe Ree aig pt cs nh 4 ie eters / Se oe dbs, erie oe te ee o* Page> J = vy iy as es ~~ " “ - : . i 
re Pie ‘1 oe ry Tepe al be e > # ache re . >: ‘ A me rh, “See oe ee oo V6 gee oe e: 7 peer Py . . ‘ 4 ; pi . 
tn ane pi * eae aoe a la eo «pe 3 ~ ae Pray ae hapa 8 pepe gen arian, < Se ° 4 I ae 9 A i Bn : ExS i nae mabe 5S at ? a “ ~ . * Ler cae tte B, rot at’ ; 
ue eae ’ . ry: Np i adhe-sauier ae teeny Patan 7” Sree . : ee Y “ sng ‘ aa " = by ; ‘ Wha 2 Zt r . e ~ . ; + A: ¢ ae - 4 al Bs — - i o > mat 
Rs Berens > “ Rabe a “Fs ee at ¢ res = _P RS she a aie one SOM F bis: nation. (as lah 1 a - ‘ ‘ sey : Ra r r . = ‘a A . ¢ , ee " . <=. — . —— . , 
Ahi ° . mee te . eee ws - “ we ~~ : 4 ey, : ot . . os 7 cnpeg: Ms ee 4 re - - nee vane peat: Pane A ges SF iw * 
a pe Baar a moe 7 ve “Sap regin ober ~ me re eon ehe ty Coseey Na m + ke ay Saw Ng 2 “ os 
ys . = . ne epee d x at are t«¢ ~- as aes ‘ re vidtts — 
Saige as es aA Pe? a ae : ‘ - : , 


"3 ar AOS» 
SES, wee 
7 re} pure oe 5 
wha lin~eees Siaea* Lee  ae 
Nee A ny hog alee oy Ace 
aman i ~ vs a> ae 

ctor TL homelands Merton lige 
. Ft) we eee 


ex + . ¥. doen wat y _ - 
. aes ’ Spb arte? RK Alig rere Oo 
t 
— J =~ r ie ~~ 7 
xy SSE” AE aR RT RN Sa a Ze 
Pern ee KIB e . ~ 
Ade Ae eo ees” mts 


medias ~ whey 
ce ie wee . 
iM eS 
? , gas Keo e 


— seureseg Styne —- 
= = — , et hoe g : ‘ hie or oe = . Oe. oes . ar at ES ie ie ‘ 
: ' aw : ’ on ee en ee a ee re ee ee eR Ch roe Oy RE i > Rie ~ rie age eee ln itll hale 
: -" + . a . nt Figen lave? tie ar fy oh OR MY Gee. Kye TARE: ae zr wath cet Se ; es io ae vite _ ' eu oe sj ieee” rome . 7 a ap aes Been ” ag Rh Mee ig : De atte gprs one Hey RE FORE 2 Ppa aE SIRS RAE Bis serie de oe: a wry tie ez i hale 3 Pere Py st a = prea Pic. s 
7 a — eee ene eae ~ . IN age a ered SRE ’ , PRC er raat yo , ; a +e Se ¥a 58 phil les euemc an ‘ ng 29, Mees og Te ee sg og Or Alan ie: 
: R : : 9 “ 


Siege 0 oie Ap A pe AL BOND ae BS Ege AB BEA ~ 
peat aS 8 nee RS eS NCE Fen Sey eM 


Bb ng andl 
ae ee” 


ee ie 
PT OP a 


a 3 


5 cs a MEY Nae ea : “ Bute se 
* * > ap ee S caieatl = -_ ) «= oa 


to th eh ' en 


gees 


2 metetnass ee Ot he Bs Ph sg SB Seat AA TRE 4 ORLY Te SoD wees 
<n inated . ? Pawverrnde a 
’ sen eentte we ~ aoe tees . _ = . " . 4 “ es 7 - “ $ : . 
itt 7 — ~. ™ 4 * . > < , Ps v » x > Pe f, - Zz s ~ < a ¥ . et aA : 
. - : . na tas : <a nf acento - oP " of 2 Sale ave = . ain. : oe Pa BD 4 ° — = r oe a : Fy VA .Y ° i oe Ax ‘ ? a ene th ee oy lee Pe om * . ai + J - ys Sg Rs Ae é Z 
- . eras ae Sie no ty ko se meenes I ee ae ay ee ee , PP Ce ° ' WEE Lae) NE ES z * : “8 ig: Be i: ik ee et Re LL eek ee Mey aS Sn OAR SV ea », atid ee : Bg . wer dd peas Rice + Dakine ei cies reer este tte trang Cheatin 4, 
. 3 ? a. ae ? ae - eae = : ’ p * P . te ‘ » as Ror VD ae sand ity a / t ‘ a ; . » ~ " oh . ‘ athe ? : 
e i , 4 * . sy hel , x 4 ‘ Foot oe , 4s egnenyoy oe oe s ee” nhad , by a “ + Da pte LF ST ee oe Me Kee id bss " . P ~ et fet ee ton od ¥ Ve 

a 4% eS lle . ‘ice Batata. tin Le Oe ae ee Xen IES arg Mak MI ak Le SAPS Oe RI mer NO gel gaat ome tices TNO ET ONE eee Toe Bip WE Sa ¢ cotton 9 ee a cit ; Dee 2 aren . 
Re Ae 5 oh ~ ROR oe ne ree a Fis airy pay py és oe Poot? ase X Ee os 9 OI er wa > edge ALS WR reg tad in ¥ a9 we eet Ree ARN eS EEA a? SRC ths: Pao a i i a las Cae The Fn ae g " pages SE eptiat 1 Pinte hn al " . 
BRATS, as cori, ir "ev lerligs gc ae. SAO Sete Nas MRE AA apts PES pe cs POR So eee Le Re Se SS EE #57 Mere eS — oe. Bee ‘ : ‘ paw aa . Pe eee On ee ee ee Oe ee *y , PO SGD Den EDLC 

¥) “ge! . ae at, 5 TR te em ? 2 ’ , pee ‘ souseg Cth dee oP gent ek. Se TAD 5 Miata aR i Sa as oe ae i aie aioe . : . 

‘ he aia ee oe ee ee ee oP en Si ? aad eres Fs . : . - ° a fe 5 
, . - Oe ne mee - 7 ‘ , ° = vey ee 
.. sn Pace . ine Tak pS ent et oa to te F ~ ~~. » 
¥ a i il ~. A ’ Pe J 


pial Sin So 


BaNGANIVASI, 
Nov. 28th, 1890. 


BaNGANIVASI. 


SaMaYA, 
Nov. 28th, 1890, 


BANGAVASI , 
Nov. 29th, ] 890, 


BANGAVASI 


BANGAVASI, 


BANGAVASIL 


SANJIVANI, 
Nov, 2th, 1890, 


( -1086 ) 


_ {he same paper has learnt from Sarengpore in the B 

- on district that a tp Mya of — i a 
__ Prospects of the crops ina villagein great injury to the rads crops, and a severe 
ee of suithqeahe, which lately passed threteh Pe 
place, has frightened the people lest injury be done to the ripe paddy crop, 

40. The same paper has learnt from Kaliachak Panchanandatala 

ie te in the re oe wy damage has been 
Damage done ocusts in some done to the raz crop of several  villaces ; 
lace cia that district by a late visit of locusts. _s 
41. A correspondent . the Samaya, of the eo November, says that 
i - Jocusts were seen at Narit, a village ip 
eee Aiehties of. Howrsh, in the evening d the as 
November. They were again seen the next day, andthe trees in some 14 o; 
15 villages were full of them. They have done some harm to a field where 
pulses were sown, and it is not known whether the paddy will be damaged by 
then. 

42. The Bangavdsi, of the 29th November, says that a large number 
of people are in great distress in the Furreed- 
pore district owing to the damage done by the 
Jate floods. The distress is not so much on account of the dearth of food. 
grains as for the want of money. Cheapness of paddy and rice will not remove 
the prevailing distress. Measures ought therefore to be adopted whereby 
people might be enabled to earnsome money. The Bengal Government 
and the District Board should direct their attention to the matter. The 
swarm of locusts that recently visited the district has aggravated the distress 
of the people. 

43. The same paper says that repeated floods in this province are due 
simply to the neglect of Government in keep- 
ing the existing canals and embankments in 
good order and in constructing new canals 
and embankments where necessary. A little care on the part of the 
authorities in this direction will save the life and property of the people and 
themselves too from the painful necessity of listening every year to the 
wailing of the poor and distressed. It is hoped that Government will make 
no further delay in preparing a history of the rivers, the canals, the bheels 
and the embankments in Bengal, and making the necessary arrangements 
about them. 

44. The same paper has learnt that a swarm of locusts has added to 
the distress of the people of Madhabkati in the 
Satkhira sub-division of the Khulna. district, 
caused by the floods, by destroying all the rads 


Distress in the Furreedpore district. 


Floods and the neglect of Government 
in repairing embankments, &c. 


Damage done by locusts in a village 
in the Khulna district. 


crops sown this year. 


45. The same paper has learnt that locusts have destroyed all the 
_ Damage done by locusts ina village Standing 7ad¢ crops in the village of Khamar- 
in he Henenes Hee. beria in the Bankurah district. 7 

46. The Sanjtvanz, of the 29th November, has culled the following 
from the Ahmadi :— 

In certain parts of the Tangail sub- 
division of the Mymensingh district there 134 
sort of aus paddy, which is black in colour, and the rice husked from which 
is of a fine quality. When boiled the rice becomes a very nice and delicate 
food. There may be as many as four crops of this species of paddy during 4 
year, the plants thriving well in all seasons of the year except the wipter. 
But even in that season if care is taken to shake off the dew from the eam 
every morning they will grow as in the other seasons. ‘The plants do n0 
generally reach a height of more than one and a half feet, and the ears at 
nut more than four inches in length. One noteworthy characteristic of thes? 


A new paddy crop met with in some 
parts of Bengal. 
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paddy plants is thatin the same ear, one grain may be unripe, another just 
ap aring, another quite ripe:and ready to yield a grain of rice, while a fourth 
may have dropped to the ground after having been quite ripe. The grains 
that thus fall: off are not wasted, but germinate in fresh plants. 

The writer in the Sanjivané says that different kinds of paddy yielding 
four harvests during the year are met with in several parts of Bengal, but 
people have hitherto taken no notice of them. It behoves the Government 
to try experiments with such crops in its model agricultural farms, with a 
view to examine whether they cannot be made the means of relieving distress 
in times of scarcity and.famine. HCG ds 3k 

47, The Grémvds2, of the:ist December, says that locusts passed 


rn 


ope .ocrover some places in the districts of Hughli 
ol Now. asin see whee " Hughli :: and) Howrab, and over Uluberia and’ Howrah 
3 loved s-so° do particular. Toey have done:much harm to 
pulses, mustard and mala, but left the paddy crop: uninjured.” 2 


_VI.— MisceLnaneovs. | 


48. The Surabhi-o-Patakd, of the 20th November, says that a perusal 
of the evidence given before the Factory 
Commission shows that the condition of the 
factory labourers in this country is not worse than that of the ordinary 
labourers. These labourers fare best at Bombay and worst in the North- 
Western Provinces. As the North-Western Provinces are the poorest of 
all Indian provinces, it is no wonder that the labourers there should also be 
found poorer than those of other provinces. The merchants of Manchester 
want to ruin the rising manufactures of India, but the pretexts under which 
they intended to gain this object have been detected and exposed. It may 
be beyond the power of the people of the country to frustrate the 
schemes of Manchester, but the entire civilised world will see what mean 
artifices Manchester can adopt for the purpose of gaining her selfish ends. 

49. The Pratikdr, of the 2lst November, says that unfortu- 
nately for the Hindus the English officials 
have not yet been able to enter into their 
feelings with regard to cow-slaughter. In almost all quarrels arising out 
of cow-slaughter the slayers are the aggressors, but in spite of that Hindus 
are being defeated in every case of cow-slaughter in which they are seeking 
the protection of the law. Scarcely have people forgotten the Durbhunga, 
Rohtak, Beerbhoom and Rajshahye cases, when a Hindu has been sentenced 
to imprisonment by the Assistant Magistrate of Buxar for trying to prevent 
cow-slaughter at a Hindu méla. It is useless to complain of these things, as 
those who ought to remedy the evil are themselves the perpetrator of the 
evil in this case. It is the faith of the Hindu litigants in the justice of the 
English Government that proves a snare to them in such cases. 

A contrast between the policy of 50. The Samdj-o-Sahstya, of the 23rd 
Akbar and that of the English. November, has the following :— 

The policy of Akbar was not to disarm the Indians and thus make 
himself safe from any hostility on their part, but rather to supply them with 
weapons and win their hearts by love. This policy enabled Akbar to keep 
in subjection all his internal and foreign enemies with the aid of his powerful 
Indian subjects. And its effect on the people themselves was that they 
enjoyed self-satisfaction and peace of mind. But the opposite policy followed 


The Factory Commission. 


Hindus and cow-slaughter. 


by the English, which is to keep the people unarmed and weak, has produced . 


dissatisfaction in their minds. Nor have the rulers themselves escaped 
the effect of this baneful policy. They are spending lakhs upon lakhs of 
money and are undergoing an unspeakable amount of anxiety and trouble in 
order to secure the friendship of Cabul in case of a Russian invasion. But 
they might have been spared these all this had bestowed some care on training 


GRAMVASTI, 
Dec, Ist, 1890" 


SURABGHI-0-PaTAKA, 
Nov. 20th, 1890. 


PRATIKAR, 
Nov. 21st, 1890. 


SaMaJ-0-SAHITYA, 
Nov. 23rd, 1899. 
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up their own Indian subjects as soldiers. But thanks to their astut 
they hold India, the land of glory and of martial, valour under the 
and yet have rendered its people weak andenervated. It is this policy again 
which led them to refuse permission for the establishment of a milita 
college in Bombay. “ You, English people! you are veritable gods on earth. 
it passes the comprehension of little weak-minded men to grasp your motives 
and your means.” 

51. The Chéruvdrtd, of the 24th November, says that the deterioration 
of the Bengal cow is principally attributable 
to the following causes :— 

(1) Theunhealthiness of the climate. 
(2) Neglect in taking proper care of the cow. 
(3) The increasing want of pasture land. 

The Bengal peasant has now turned his whole attention to the cultiya. 
tion of jute as being very remunerative, forgetting that such cultivation js 
gradually reducing the extent of pasture land and rendering impure the 
supply of drinking water. Want of good and healthy bulls is another of the 
causes which have led to the present miserable condition of the Bengal cow, 

52. The Burdwan Sanjtvani, of the 25th November, says that since 

The Burdwan Raj estate under the the Burdwan Raj estate came under the 
management of the Courtof Wards. management of the Court of Wards large 
sums of money have been spent un account of the Kujanga and Sujamata 
mehals, but itis not easy to see what permanent good has been derived from 
that large outlay. The Court of Wards proposes to dismiss the Bengali 
knowing officers of the Raj estate and to replace them by English-knowing 
men. But what, in the meantime, will become of these Bengali-koowing 
officers, and of their English knowing successors seven or eight years hence, 
when the Court of Wards will have ceased to manage the estate, and its 
nominees will have lost their posts? It will be better, therefore, not to 
dismiss these Bengali-knowing officers, but to train them to do their work 
under the English system. Reference is then made to Lala Bun Behary 
Kapur, and his special fitness for the post of manager of the Burdwan Raj 
estate is pointed out. 

53. Tne same paper says that the 26th February next has been fixed for 
taking the census, and the day being an auspi- 
cious one, many Hindu marriages are likely 
to be celebrated on thatday. But as the presence of bridal parties in the 
houses will make it inconvenient for their owners to fill up the minute details 
of the census forms, Hindu parents are warned not to select that day for 
celebrating the marriages of their daughters. 

564. Fakir Rajeudra Nath Datta, on the eve of his departure for Eng- 
“Fakir Rejondra Nath Datta on the and, thus writes from Apollo Bunder to the 
Hindu marriage agitation. same paper on the subject of the Hindu 
marriage agitation:— | 

The Amrita Bazar Patrika has justly remarked that the interfer- 
ence by Government in the social aud religious customs of the Hindus will 
bring about a rebellion in the country. Tne Fakir has travelled all over 
India, and can easily interpret the views of the people. According to him, by 
interfering with the social and religious customs of the Hindus at the 
insta.ce of men like Mr. Malabari and Dewan Roghunath Bahadur, Govera- 
ment will deeply hurt the religious sensibilities of the 16 crores of Hindus 
in India. The very fact that all the native papers published in tbe country, 
except the Indian Spectator, the Indian Mirror, the Hindoo, the Social 
Reformer, the Sonjivant of Calcutta, the Zndian Nation, the Samaya, and 
the Satyavakta, are opposed to State interference in the matter shows clearly 
which way the opinion of the Hindu society leans. In conclusion, the Fakir 
says that while in Fngland he will endeavour to protect Hindu society, 
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the Hindu eastras and the Hindu religion from the attacks of enemies, and 
ty dispel the misapprehensions regarding them entertained by Europeans. 
He will also do his best to conform to Hindu practices, and, on return, not 
shrink from performing prayaschttta for having visited England. 

55. ‘The Sakachar, of the 26th November, says that the time has 

Representative government for Come for Englishmen to give up their policy 
indi of distrust in India and to conciliate the 
people by giving them representative government in some form. They 
should, moreover, take lesson from the example of Mysore, which, according 
to the statement of its Dewan, will, from next year, elect representatives for 
tg State Council, and of Pondicherry, which enjoing even now a large 
amount of self-government like all French possessions, will henceforward, 
have & regular representative assembly. The French are much more liberal 
than the English in their treatment of conquered people. The people of 
Algeria have repeatedly rebelled against the French power, and yet there 
are still Arab officers in the French army of that country. The roar of 
cannon is still resounding in Tonquin, and yet the country enjoys self-govern- 
ment. Look now at the illiberality of the English in such matters. When 
Local Self-government was introduced in India by Lord Ripon, after years of 
English occupation of the country, English officials opposed the measure by 
saying that the natives of India were not fit for it. These officials forget, 
however, that even their own Parliament has not yet reached its highest 
form of perfection, and that there are men even now in their own country, 
who do not understand what election and representation mean. _ Unlike the 
English, the French know that the establishment of a mutual good under- 
standing between the rulers and the ruled in a country is essential to the 
permanence of the rule of that country, and act up to this conviction in 
practice. The English should, therefore, imitate their example and try to 
conciliate and satisfy Her Majesty’s Indian subjects by giving up their 
present monopoly in the direction of affairs, and by allowing people to elect 
their own representatives for the Legislative Councils. 

56. The same paper says that the Presidency of Madras is ordinarily 
called “* the benighted Presidency,” and yet the 
benighted Presidency is about to take the 
lead in matters agricultural. An agricultural school has been established 
there, and rewards have been founded for the invention of improved agricul- 
tural implements. People there have eagerly taken to new methods of 
agriculture, and the demand for new ploughs and other agricultural tools 
has greatly increased. Now what has been done in Madras should be done 
in all other Indian presidencies. Government should bear in mind that the 
country it is ruling is an agricultural country, and that itis its duty to improve 
its agriculture by all means. English competition prevents Government 
from taking steps to improve the arts and manufactures of the country, but 
there is no such competition in agricultural matters, and so Government can 
have a free hand in thisrespect. ‘The deplorable condition of the ryots in 
Bengal and elsewhere, their absolute dependence on rainfall for water-supply, 
and their obstinacy in clinging to old and obsolete methods of agriculture, 
are then referred to, and Government is asked to establish agricultural 
schools in different parts of the country, to hold agricultural exhibitions, and 
to make arrangements for imparting a knowledge of agriculture to boys in 


lower class schools. 


Agricultural schools for India. 
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ware Py acer oh the 27th November, thus criticises Dewan Raghu- 

marriage reform. nath Rai’s proposals on the subject of the 
Hindu marriage reform :— | 

1. The proposal that no Hindu girl should be married before 10 

and no Hindu boy before 16 will, if given effect to, produce 
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a revolution in Hindu society. The proposal is Opposed to 
the Hindu Shastras, inasmuch as, in accordance With those. 
Shastras, it is an act of great merit to marry a girl at 8, 

2. The proposal that no Hindu who is more than 50 years of ,., 
should be permitted to marry a girl of less than 12 years of 
age is also objectionable, for girls generally commence j, 
menstruate at 12, and the marriage of such girls is condemned 
by the Hindu Shastras. 7 

8. The proposal toamend Act XXT of 1860 on the lines Suggested 

by the Dewan will, if given effect, produce a revolution in 

Hindu society, and so it is the duty of Government not to 
encourage apy such proposal. 

4. The Hindu society is opposed to the raising of the age of ¢op- 
sent as proposed by the Dewan. The impropriety of the 
proposal has been repeatedly pointed out by the writer. 

5. The abolition of polygamy among Hindus will necessitate the 

"passing of a law of divorce and the reconstruction of the 
Hindu society on the European model. 

6. The proposal to have a law passed doing away with the right of 
Hindu husbands to claim restitution of the conjugal right 
can never be approved by Hindu society, for the law ip 
question will, if passed, encourage women like Rukma Bii 
who have forsaken their husbands. 

7. The Dewan’s proposal that Hindus who have lost their caste 
should be permitted to worship in the Hindu mandirs is also 
objectionable. 2 


All the above seven proposals are objectionable from a Hindu point 
of view. The Dewan’s so-called movement for social reform is intimately 
connected with the Congress, and this shews how that movement is calculated 
to do immense mischief to Hindu society. 


58. The Urdu Guide and Darussaltanat, of the 28th November, asks 
The Hinda newspapers on the the —_ leaders to - “a eyes to the 
ae he Pahadart the Tedian fact that the appointment of the Nawab Ashan- 
ls an Council uatecccand ulla Khan ake of Dacca to an additional 
Membership of the Viceregal Council has called forth howls in the Hindu 
press, This display of ill-feeling proves conclusively that the elective frao- 
chise should not be granted to the people of this country. 
59. The Banganivdsi, of the 28th November, says that the Hindus 
The Durga Puja holidays and knew it quite well that the attack upon the 
the heads of some of the public Durga Puja holidays was only the first of many 
— similar attacks which would be made upon their 
holidays by the British merchants in this country. And it is quite clear to 
them, in spite of all the assurances of the Government to the contrary, that 
the curtailment of the Durga Puja holidays will pave the way for those 
merchants to lay the axe at the root of all Hindu holidays. That people 
have reasons for such fear will be shown by the following :— 


(1) The office and workshop of the Deputy Director of the Marie 
Department were kept open for several days during the holi- 
days. The mechanics had to work regularly during the days 
the workshop was kept open, and even some of the clerks 
had to attend office on several days during the period. 4 
clerk was also made to attend office even on one of the four 
days gazetted by the Government of India for the Durga 
Puja. The office consists of fifty Hindu clerks, The clerks 


have to work from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and the mechanics from 
SAM. to5 pm 


[ es 3 


(2) Some of the departments of the Accountant-General’s office were 
not closed during the Durga Puja for more than two, three, 
or four days. Some two or three days before the commence- 
ment of the holidays the Accountant-General issued a cir- 
cular to the Superintendents of departments calling upon 
them to submit a statement of the arrears of work in tbe hand 
of each clerk of each department, and directing that some 
clerks should be made to attend office during the holidays to 
clear off the arrears. 


The assurances of the Viceroy to the Hindu memorialists have 
thus been falsified. It now remains to be seen what steps are taken by 
Government to punish this violation of its orders to the heads of the offices 
not to inconvenience Hindu clerks in any way during the festival. 

In one instance, a Hindu clerk in a certain office who had to perform 
Durga Puja and Kali Puja in his own house, although granted leave for 
four days for visiting his home during the Durga Puja festival, was disallowed 
even a day’s holiday during the other festival. 

60. The same paper, in the course of 
an article headed ‘* Witnessing a game,” 
says :— 

Few Indians open their eyes to see how very various are the games 
that are being played around them and of which they are the mere dumb 
and stupid spectators. ‘The English people are plundering away all India’s 
wealth and giving her in exchange only millions and millions rupees’ worth 
of baubles and trinkets. 

Like foolish apes and foolish babies the Indians are of their own free 
will exchanging their very food and clothes for glittering English toys. 
They appear overjoyed with those worthless trinkets, although purchased 
at the cost of their rice, wheat, silk, and cotton. They have been seeing 
this barter go on hour after hour, day after day, month after month, and 
year after year, yet they fail to comprehend its significance. Here and 
there, no doubt, an Indian is vexed at the waste of money by his country- 
men at the English theatres and circuses and horse-races, but he has not 
the sense to perceive the very destructive game that is being played all 
round at his expense. It is true the Bengalis are very skilful in games at 
cards, dice, and chess, but it is time that they should learn and prove their 
skill in the games which are sucking the very sap of their life. 


61. The Samaya, of the 28th November, says that the Rajas Amar 
Singh and Ram Singh of Cashmere left 
Jammu for Khairabad on the 19th November 
in order to be present at the Attock Camp of Exercise, whence they will start 
for Peshawar. This invitation to attend the Camp of Exercise is one of 
those ways in which the English Government first shews its friendship for 
the native princes and then effect their ruin. Amar Singh should conduct 
himself with caution even now. He has gravely sinned against his brother 
and his country. 


62. The same paper has learnt from the Morning Post newspaper of 
Allahabad that the Viceroy will henceforward 
pass the hot weather in Darjeeling. An 
exodus to Darjeeling will of course cost less 
than that to Simla, but, at the outset, the construction of buildings for 
the accommodation of offices, &c., will cost a large sum. Then the question 
arises what will become of all the expenditure if any subsequent Governor- 
General of India selects some other hill retreat ? How isthe useless waste 
of public money at the whim of the Governor-General of India to be 
stopped ? ‘Will Government answer the question ? 


The effect of British trade upon the 
Indians. 


Prince Amar Singh of Cashmere. 


Darjeeling as Viceregal residence 
during the hot weather. 
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68. The same paper says that they are certainly guilty of grosg 
ungratefulness who would have the public iy 
this country believe that the English are an 
intensely selfish, cruel and uncharitable people, that they have no sense of 
justice, and that they are deluding the people of India by a false policy fo, 
the purpose of gaining their selfish ends. That such statements are 
false will appear on a comparison of the present condition of India with 
its condition 25 years ago. Again the appointment of the natives of India 
as Judges of High Courts, Magistrates of districts, &c., shews that the 
English are not deluding the people with mere empty talk. It is the firm 
conviction of the writer that with a few exceptions the English are anxioys 
to do good to the people of India, and that love of justice and fair play are 
the virtues for the provision of which they are respected in the world. Are 
not men ashamed to speak tauntingly of a people who rejoice simply because 
the Indians have learnt to unite their voices in recounting their grievances ? 
64. A correspondent of the same paper says that the law under which 
husbands as guardians can always claim their 
Oppressions committed under the minor wives from their parents and other 
pretext of law and custom. : ° : : 
relatives is often a fruitful source of oppression, 
The other day a girl over 16 years of age was forcibly taken to her husband’s 
house by order of the Deputy Magistrate of Howrah. The husband is a 
rake and a drunkard, and his mother wants the daughter-in-law for illegal 
purposes. But as it was the husband who claimed the girl there was no help 
for it. The mika marriage of Mahomedans and the saygat marriage of 
Hindustanis are often taken advantage of by unscrupulous men for effecting 
their own immoral purposes. Suppose a poor widow has a girl aged 16 
and some wretch wants her. He forthwith goes to a Magistrate, claims the 
girl as his wife by wha marriage, and wants to have her returned to him lest 
she should be taught to lead an immoral life by her mother. Unfortunately 
these wretches sometimes receive sympathy both from Magistrates and 
the public, who honestly believe their victims to be their wives. The pro- 
curing of girls by prostitutes for immoral purposes is then alluded to, and the 
following remarks are made:—The police can easily detect and put down 
this last practice. But it will not move in the matter of its own accord; and 
as in the generality of cases the parents of the girls are unknown or are 
unwilling to claim their daughters for fear of shame and scandal, the vicious 
practice flourishes without a check, and it is a most common thing to see 
little girls in the houses of prostitutes who are known to be barren 
women. 

65. The Sanjivant, of the 29th November, asks if theabsence of all 
mention of India in the Queen’s Speech. was 
due to this country not being of sufficient 
importance to engage the attention of Her Majesty’s Ministers. 

66. The same paper has learnt that the British colonists in Natal have 

ee proposed to drive out the Indian emigrants 

see indian emigrants and the British who have settled there. They propose first to 

impose a poll-tax of Rs. 100 per head per 

annum, and if that fails to clear the land of the Indians, to increase the tax 

by Rs. 100 every year, and if that too fails, to drive them out at the poiat 

of the bayonet and confiscate all their property. The English people seem 
to cherish a very nice affection, indeed, for the Indians, 

67. The Bangavasi, of the 29th November, says that the English mer- 

The Ragich morebeats end the Ovens find in the increasing importation of 
increasing importation of English-made English-made goods into Cashmere a sign of her 
coe 7 _ prosperity. Prosperity, indeed | When the State 
itself is under the yoke of foreigners, and its world-renowned shawl manufac- 
ture falling off by leaps and bounds every succeeding year. Why, .the cup 


The English administration. 


The Queen's Speech. 
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of Cashmere’s prosperity is not yet full to the brim. Those, indeed, will be 
the halcyon days of Cashmere when her people will throw off their own 
‘adigenous shawls, &c., and use the Hoglish-made wrappers to protect them- 
elves from cold: What the English merchants see is but the beginning of 
Cashmere’s prosperity. 

68. The Datuik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 30th November, says 
that, according to the Sanjivané newspaper, 
the Director of Public Instruction will soon 
resign, while the Sahachar newspaper thinks that he has no present intention 
of resigning. But in the opinion of the writer, Sir Alfred ought to resign, 
for the Education Department has become utterly demoralised under him. 

69. The same paper says that, though he sometimes played into the 


Sir Alfred Croft. 


Sir Steuart Bayley. personally a bad man. Let farewell meetings be 


held in his honour, and let subscriptions be raised for his memorial, and the writer 
has nothing to say tothem. But let it not be said that Sir Steuart Bayley’s 
rule has satisfied the whole of Bengal. Bengal has a population of 7 crores, 
of whom 700 will at the most join the movement to give His Honour a fare- 
welladdress. This being the case, the movement whichis being got up in honour 
of the retiring Lieutenant-Governor cannot be said with any propriety to be a 
movement approved by the whole country. The country is too much busy 
with its own cares and miseries to think of giving a farewell to Sir Steuart 
Bayley. 
i! 0. The Dacca Prakash, of the 30th November, refers to Mr. Brad- 
laugh’s new Indian Councils Bill, and observes 
Mr. Bradlaugh’s new Indian Councils as follows :— 
oC The people of India will not gain much 
if the new Bill is passed. It is true some additional members will, 
in that case, be appointed to the Legislative Councils, and these members 
will also have the right of interpellation in financial matters. But as 
it will be quite optional for Government to reply to these interpellations, 
this latter concession will be of no use. JBesides, the passing of the Bill 
will not satisfy the congressists whose demands will increase with the granting 
of fresh concessions. After the Bill is passed, English-knoowing men will be 
necessarily appointed as members of the Legislative Councils, and as these 
men are not often staunch adherents of the religions which they profess, laws 
made with their advice will not always meet with the approval of the com- 
munities to which they respectively belong. Tous Legislative Councils con- 
stituted in this fashion will injure rather than benefit India. 
71. The same paper refers with approval to the proceedings of the 
i ites Wek Dharma Mahamandal which passed the 
“we” following resolutions :— 
1. That it is the duty of tne Hindu community to see that the Hindu 
religious sansiars are properly performed by all Hindus. 
2. That Government be moved not to interfere with the Hindu 
marriage laws and Hindu soctal customs. 
3. That it is not in accordance with the Hindu Shastras to give pan 
on the occasion of marriage or to spend large sums-on it. 
That the Mahamandal do ite best to encourage the study o 
Sanskrit. | 
72. TneGavhar, of the 30th November, says that there is nothing to 
object to generally in the arrangements made 
late Nowak *JG0, * standson of the by the Government in regard to the descend- 
? ants and the dependents of the late Nawab 
Wajid Ali Shah Bahadur. But it has done great injustice to Korrutal 
Ayan, a grandson of the late Nawab, in granting him only a very poor pen- 
Sion, and in excluding his name from the list of:the lave Nawab’s heirs whose 
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marriage expenses will be borne by it. The writer, however, expresses satis. 
faction at the action of the Bengal Government in nominating the above. 
named gentleman for the vacant Matwalliship of the late Nawab’s Emam- 
barah. Sir Steuart Bayley will have done a really good deed by having him 
actually appointed to that office before His Honour’s departure from the 
country. — 

73. A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the Ist December, says 
that one Manik Kajli, living at Khagagram, 
a village within the juridiction of the Bhaga- 
wanpur thana, in the district of Midnapore, bas set himself up as a religious 
teacher, and succeeded in making a large number of people of the washer- 
man, shoemaker and other low castes converts to his doctrines. His 
followers look upon him, their gurz, as their God, and do not worship any of the 
gods or goddesses of the ordinary Hindu. They recognize no rules of caste 
and enjoy perfect liberty in the matter of marriage. They hold a mela on 
the day of the full moon in the month of Magh. At the last mela some 
1,000 or 1,200 of Manik Kajli’s followers were present. ) 

74. Thesame paper is glad that the pandits of Benares have passed 
the following resolutions at one of their 
meetings :— 

1. Books offending, either in language or in tenor, against the 
doctrines of the Hindu Sastras should be omitted from 
the list of text-books for Hindu boys. 

2. Books approved by the Hindu Sastras should be introduced in 
place of the above. 

3. Men having faith in the Hindu religion should be appointed as 
teachers in schools for Hindu boys. | 

4, Government should be moved to exclude objectionable books from 

5 


A caste movement in Midnapore. 


A Hindu movement in Benares. 


the list of text-books for Hindu boys. 

- Hindus should not patronise newspapers advocating widow 
marriage, late-marriage, and abolition of caste and similar 
other Hindu practices. They should, on the contrary 
patronise newspapers which are in favour of the established 
practices and usages of Hindu society. 


75. The same paper refers to Mr. Bradlaugh’s new Indian Councils 

Mr. Bradlaugh’s new Indian Councils Bill, and dwells on the alleged success of Local 

Bill. Self-Government in the country, and infers 

therefrom that elective legislative councils will prove a success. Mr. Pincott 

has framed certain rules for election in accordance with the provisions of 

Mr. Bradlaugh’s Bill, and there will be no objection if Government allows 

the election of members for the Legislative Councils in conformity to these 
rules. 

76. The Dainzk-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 1st December, refers 

to Lord Lansdowne’s remarks on the subject 


of technical education in his Agra speech and 
to the Education Resolution, and observes as follows :— 


Technical education in India. 


Technical education is no doubt a good thing and ought to be encour- 
aged. But of what use can it be ina country where the people are 
starving for want of food? What need has a man of satin shoes who cannot 


produce a chader to cover his body? English competition has ruined all 
the arts and manufactures of the country, and it is now absolutely dependent 
on England for its supply of articles of every-day necessity. And so long as 
this state of things continues, technical education will be of no earthly use 
to the country. Labour spent in learning the technical arts will be labour 


thrown away so long as it cannot be applied to some useful purpose. And 


so long as the influx of articles of English manufacture is not stopped, 
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what scope is there in the country for the exercise of technical arts? Eng- 
lishmen will never consent to ruin their own manufactures for the benefit of 
India, and so their talk of imparting technical education to the people of 
the country will be productive of no good. 

77. The Datnik-o-Samdachir Chandrikd, of the 8rd December, makes 
the following observations on the speeches 
delivered by Mr. Mackay and Sir Charles 
Elliott at Saint Andrew's Dinner :—In order to express his approbation of 
Lord Lansdowne’s administration, Mr. Mackay has compared him with Lord 
Dofferin, who became very popular with the Anglo-Indians, and glanced at 
Lord Ripon who incurred their displeasure by seeking to benefit the Indians. 
It is true that Lord Lansdowne’s policy is the same with Lord Dufferin’s, 
that is to say, the present Viceroy’s policy, like that of Lord Dufferin, 
is not entirely approved of by the Indians. As for the desirability of extend- 
ing railways in India and facilities for British trade, so much insisted upon 
by Mr. Mackay, it is a question which it is for the Indians to decide; nor 
is it by any means an axiom that the happiness of the Indians will keep 
pace with the extension of British trade. Mr. Mackay is right in saying 
that a man with a monthly income of Rs. 100 can hardly save anything, and 
that the minimum monthly income assessable to the income-tax should 
therefore be fixed at Rs. 400 or at the least at Rs. 300. If that tax is 
oppressive to the Anglo-Indians, it must be far more oppressive to the poor 
Indians. The contention that the tax must be just, as it weighs equally 
upon the Indians and the Anglo-Indians, savours of absurd jealousy, and can 
be made by no sober-minded man. Mr. Mackay has also protested against 
the Factories Bill. All men, natives and foreigners alike, see that to pass the 
Factories Bill at the instance of Lancashire would be to stifle the infant 
cloth industry of this country. When the Indians and Anglo-Indians are 
s0 much opposed to the Bill, the Government of India may well venture to 
protest against the extension of the Factories Law to India. 

The Lieutenant-Governor elect has drawn the attention of the public 
to the wholesome advice given by Lord Dufferin to the Indians at a former 
Saint Andrew’s Dinner, advice which has probably been forgotten by many 
Congressist Baboos in their eager wild-goose chase. This act of Sir Charles 
Elliott’s will prove unpalatable to those Ba boos, but will find acceptance with 
all thoughtful and experienced men. 


The late Saint Andrew’s Dinner. 
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